THE DAWN OF A NEW DAY

A new day dawned for humanity when Jesus Christ rose
from the dead.
KEY POINTS
❖ We somehow never get tired of reading the incredible
account of that resurrection morning recorded in the
first ten verses of Matthew 28.
❖ We know that the birth, life, death, and resurrection
of Jesus Christ are historical facts. No objective
scholar will dispute that.
❖ Even our calendar and chronology of time highlights
the resurrection of Christ; the method of dating
formulated by Dionysius Exiguus, a 6th century
Catholic monk in Italy, has become the one most
commonly used. From him we derive our designation
of years: AD, or, “Anno Domini,” which means, “the
year of our Lord”, and BC, meaning “before Christ.”
❖ The resurrection of Jesus Christ that we celebrate
today is the essence of what sets Christianity apart
from every other religious system.
❖ No other “god”, so called, has ever died for the sins of
his people.
❖ No other god has been raised from the dead through
his own power.
❖ Nowhere else do we see divinity and humanity fused
together into one being as we see in the ‘God-man’
Jesus Christ.
❖ On Good Friday we commemorated the crucifixion of
Jesus that Jerusalem witnessed more than two
thousand years ago.
❖ The apostle John tells us that Jesus died with the
words “it is finished” on His lips as He fully and finally
fulfilled all the requirements of the old covenant and
breathed His last breath (John 19:30). That day, that
era, that dispensation had come to an end.
❖ As a number of women came to the tomb on Sunday
morning to embalm Jesus’ body, they wondered who
would roll the stone away from the tomb for them?
❖ But instead of finding Roman soldiers standing guard
at the tomb (which they had been doing since Friday
night), the women saw no soldiers, that the stone was
rolled away, and an angel was sitting on top of it!
❖ They had trouble comprehending what their eyes
were seeing and what their ears were hearing, but
they were very sure they heard the angel say, “He is
not here. He is risen!!”
❖ It was the dawn of a new day. It wasn’t just another
Sunday morning. It was, in fact, the greatest day in
human history: Resurrection Day. It was the beginning
of a new era, a new beginning for time!
❖ But Easter Sunday is not simply a celebration of Jesus’
victory over death, hell and the grave. We celebrate
because of what His resurrection means for us.
❖ His resurrection proves Jesus’ claim that He was, in
fact, the “I AM,” the Almighty, Everlasting God (John
8:58).
❖ His resurrection guarantees forgiveness of sins and
eternal life for all who believe.

