WHY I BELIEVE IN HUMAN CHOICE vs. GOD’S DIVINE PREDESTINATION FOR SALVATION
Deut. 6:10-15
“So it shall be, when the LORD your God brings you into the land of which He swore to your
fathers, to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, to give you large and beautiful cities which you did not
build, 11 houses full of all good things, which you did not fill, hewn-out wells which you did not
dig, vineyards and olive trees which you did not plant—when you have eaten and are full— 12
then beware, lest you forget the LORD who brought you out of the land of Egypt, from the
house of bondage. 13 You shall fear the LORD your God and serve Him, and shall take oaths in
His name. 14 You shall not go after other gods, the gods of the peoples who are all around you 15
(for the LORD your God is a jealous God among you), lest the anger of the LORD your God be
aroused against you and destroy you from the face of the earth.
Joshua 24:14-27
“Now therefore, fear the LORD, serve Him in sincerity and in truth, and put away the gods
which your fathers served on the other side of the River and in Egypt. Serve the LORD! 15 And if
it seems evil to you to serve the LORD, choose for yourselves this day whom you will serve,
whether the gods which your fathers served that were on the other side of the River, or the
gods of the Amorites, in whose land you dwell. But as for me and my house, we will serve the
LORD.” 16 So the people answered and said: “Far be it from us that we should forsake the
LORD to serve other gods; 17 for the LORD our God is He who brought us and our fathers up out
of the land of Egypt, from the house of bondage, who did those great signs in our sight, and
preserved us in all the way that we went and among all the people through whom we passed. 18
And the LORD drove out from before us all the people, including the Amorites who dwelt in the
land. We also will serve the LORD, for He is our God.” 19 But Joshua said to the people, “You
cannot serve the LORD, for He is a holy God. He is a jealous God; He will not forgive your
transgressions nor your sins. 20 If you forsake the LORD and serve foreign gods, then He will
turn and do you harm and consume you, after He has done you good.” 21 And the people said
to Joshua, “No, but we will serve the LORD!” 22 So Joshua said to the people, “You are
witnesses against yourselves that you have chosen the LORD for yourselves, to serve
Him.” And they said, “We are witnesses!” 23 “Now therefore,” he said, “put away the foreign
gods which are among you, and incline your heart to the LORD God of Israel.” 24 And the
people said to Joshua, “The LORD our God we will serve, and His voice we will obey!” 25 So
Joshua made a covenant with the people that day, and made for them a statute and an
ordinance in Shechem. 26 Then Joshua wrote these words in the Book of the Law of God. And
he took a large stone, and set it up there under the oak that was by the sanctuary of the LORD.
27 And Joshua said to all the people, “Behold, this stone shall be a witness to us, for it has heard
all the words of the LORD which He spoke to us. It shall therefore be a witness to you, lest you
deny your God.”
Matt. 11:20-30
Then He began to rebuke the cities in which most of His mighty works had been done, because
they did not repent: 21 “Woe to you, Chorazin! Woe to you, Bethsaida! For if the mighty works
which were done in you had been done in Tyre and Sidon, they would have repented long ago

in sackcloth and ashes. 22 But I say to you, it will be more tolerable for Tyre and Sidon in the day
of judgment than for you. 23 And you, Capernaum, who are exalted to heaven, will be brought
down to Hades; for if the mighty works which were done in you had been done in Sodom, it
would have remained until this day. 24 But I say to you that it shall be more tolerable for the
land of Sodom in the day of judgment than for you.” 25 At that time Jesus answered and said,
“I thank You, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that You have hidden these things from the wise
and prudent and have revealed them to babes. 26 Even so, Father, for so it seemed good in Your
sight. 27 All things have been delivered to Me by My Father, and no one knows the Son except
the Father. Nor does anyone know the Father except the Son, and the one to whom the Son
wills to reveal Him. 28 Come to Me, all you who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you
rest. 29 Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you
will find rest for your souls. 30 For My yoke is easy and My burden is light.”
Matt. 23:37-39
“O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the one who kills the prophets and stones those who are sent to her!
How often I wanted to gather your children together, as a hen gathers her chicks under her
wings, but you were not willing! 38 See! Your house is left to you desolate; 39 for I say to you,
you shall see Me no more till you say, “Blessed is He who comes in the name of the LORD!’ ”
Matt. 26:39
He went a little farther and fell on His face, and prayed, saying, “O My Father, if it is possible, let
this cup pass from Me; nevertheless, not as I will, but as You will.”
John 1:6-13
There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7 This man came for a witness, to bear
witness of the Light, that all through him might believe. 8 He was not that Light, but was sent to
bear witness of that Light. 9 That was the true Light which gives light to every man coming into
the world. 10 He was in the world, and the world was made through Him, and the world did not
know Him. 11 He came to His own, and His own did not receive Him. 12 But as many as received
Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, to those who believe in His name: 13
who were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God.
John 3:14-21
And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of Man be lifted up,
15 that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life. 16 For God so loved the
world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but
have everlasting life. 17 For God did not send His Son into the world to condemn the world, but
that the world through Him might be saved. 18 “He who believes in Him is not condemned; but
he who does not believe is condemned already, because he has not believed in the name of the
only begotten Son of God. 19 And this is the condemnation, that the light has come into the
world, and men loved darkness rather than light, because their deeds were evil. 20 For everyone
practicing evil hates the light and does not come to the light, lest his deeds should be exposed.
21 But he who does the truth comes to the light, that his deeds may be clearly seen, that they
have been done in God.

John 6:53, 65-69
53 Then Jesus said to them, “Most assuredly, I say to you, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of
Man and drink His blood, you have no life in you.
65 And He said, “Therefore I have said to you that no one can come to Me unless it has been
granted to him by My Father.” 66 From that time many of His disciples went back and walked
with Him no more. 67 Then Jesus said to the twelve, “Do you also want to go away?” 68 But
Simon Peter answered Him, “Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life. 69
Also we have come to believe and know that You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.”
John 17:12
While I was with them in the world, I kept them in Your name. Those whom You gave Me I have
kept; and none of them is lost except the son of perdition, that the Scripture might be fulfilled.
2 Peter 3:9
The Lord is not slack concerning His promise, as some count slackness, but is longsuffering
toward us, not willing that any should perish but that all should come to repentance.

