RADICAL LOVE AND LIBERTY
Where there’s radical love, the whole world can find
life!

KEY POINTS

! In our main text of John 12, we read that when the Jews
found out that Jesus was at the home of Martha, Mary
and Lazarus in Bethany, a large crowd came to where He
was (v. 9).

+¢! Their countryman, Jesus, had made a name for Himself,
and His ministry had brought liberty to people in many
areas of life in miraculous ways. But it wasn’'t only
because of Jesus that these Jews descended on
Bethany. It was also to see Lazarus, whom Jesus had
raised from the dead.

+¢+! Now within this group was another subset of people—
the chief priests. They formed the Sanhedrin, which was
the ruling body responsible for passing judgments in
Israel based on the Law of Moses.

+»! It was these chief priests who wanted to !"##esus, and
now made plans to kill Lazarus as well because, on
account of Lazarus being raised from the dead, many of
the Jews were believing in Jesus and going over to Him.

+¢! These religious leaders—those who were supposed to
be God's shepherds—were looking for death in the very
place God’s people were looking for life. But where
where this type of juxtaposition exists, there’s always
the opportunity to invest in life.

¢! Verse 12 of our text tells us that the next day, when the
great crowd that had come for the festival heard that
Jesus was on His way to Jerusalem, they took palm
branches and went out to meet him, shouting,
“Hosanna!’ ‘Blessed is he who comes in the name of the
Lord! ‘Blessed is the king of Israel!"”

+»! It was a party! The people greeted Jesus not as the
spiritual Messiah who would take away the sins of the
world, but as a potential political leader who would
overthrow the Romans. So, why the palm branches?

+¢+! Palm branches had great significance in ancient times.
They symbolized goodness, wellbeing, grandeur,
steadfastness, and victory. They were often depicted on
coins and important buildings (1 Kings 6:29), were
regarded as tokens of joy and triumph, and were
customarily used on festive occasions (see Leviticus
23:40; Nehemiah 8:15).

+»! The people shouting “Hosanna”—which means “Oh
save!”—spoke well of the one who was coming with the
full authority of God. They celebrated this new king who
had demonstrated power to bring life.

¢! Inverse 14 of John 12, Jesus found a young donkey and
sat on it, fulfilling the scripture from Zechariah 9:9. This
scripture, in the context of a prophecy, chides the
surrounding nations and predicts a king who will save
Israel from them.

+»! Jesus understood this and went along with it,
participating in their celebration in His capacity as king.

KEY SCRIPTURE: John 12:9-19 (NIV)

+¢+! But while they celebrated political and military
victory, He celebrated much more: ultimate
eternal victory over sin and death.

+»!Jesus’ radical love brought life and celebration
that was found in sacrifice.

+*¢*1The crowd that was with Jesus when He called
Lazarus from the tomb and raised him from the
dead continued to spread the word, which
explains the situation that day when Jesus
entered Jerusalem: word-of-mouth advertising
of a powerful testimony.

+»! It wasn’t a supernatural messenger who told the
people. It was their countrymen, friends, and
perhaps even family who shared this incredible
experience of life and liberty they had had. That's
why the whole world came for life: because the
people who experienced it had spread the word.

+»! We have an opportunity to make a difference in
our community and in Canada itself. Spiritually,
we want to “feed Canada to feed the world.”

¢! When we are able to offer biblical principles that
transcend cultures, people will have the liberty
to bring the best of who they are to the table.

+¢! Then the whole world will come to our space for
life because the people who experience it here
will spread the Word.

+*!Today, are we prepared to sacrifice the
insecurities that cause us to build walls of
protection around our culture or ethnicity for the
sake of the gospel? Are we willing to go as far as
the Apostle Paul, who was willing to symbolically
give up his Jewish identity to respect the dignity
of the peoples he had been privileged to reach
with the gospel (Acts 13:9)? If the answer is
“yes”, then God is looking for you today.

¢! We have an opportunity to change the world if
we decide to make this difficult but important
change to our perspective.

+»1S0, let's begin with the most critical starting
point: our own hearts. Because where there’s
radical love, the whole world can find life!

DISCUSSION/REFLECTION TOOLS

1. What aspects of other cultures have you learned
to appreciate (food, language, dress, etc.)? Does
this appreciation continue as you worship
together?

2. What are some “biblical principles that
transcend cultures” and how can you engage
people who may not be like you with the gospel?

: PRAYER TIME

= Lord, create in me a malleable heart, one that
= expresses the same radical love You displayed to
* the world, even when You were on the cross.
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WEEK OF SUNDAY, APRIL 10, 2022

NOTES

Meditate as you read through/listen to this week’s
message. If it helps, use symbols for your notes.

V(Reminds me/Confirms) ’(New idea) O(Think about)

./ (Do this) W(Speaks to my heart) -{; (Must share)

PRAYER NEEDS/THANKSGIVINGS

Go deeper with your Life Group family.
CONNECT-REFLECT-DISSECT THE WORD
Your Life Group ~ Your Lifeline



PRAYER FOCUS: Canadian political leaders: municipal,
provincial, federal.

Prayer Meetings: Monday and Wednesday
@10:00 a.m.
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89831915909
Phone access: 647-374-4685

FAITH SANCTUARY DONATIONS
To donate online, please go to
www.faithsanctuary.com/give
For email transfers, please use

donate@faithsanctuary.com

ANNOUNCEMENTS

APRIL FASTING
Let’s join together as a Faith Family as we fast every
Friday during the month of April from 6 a.m. to 6 p.m.
The theme is “Faith Family Unity.”

3DY: SUNDAY SCHOOL
Youth Sunday School is back in person for students in
high school and for young adults.
When: Every 1%, 2" & 39 Sunday
Time: 10:00 a.m. —10:55 a.m.
Where: Youth Sunday School Classrooms
(across from the kitchen)
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FAITH SANCTUARY ON-LINE SERVICES

Sunday Bible Study @ 10:15 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service @ 11:00 a.m.
(Rebroadcast @ 3:00 p.m., 8:00 p.m. and
Wednesday @ 7:00 p.m.)
Monday Berean Bible Study @ 6:30 p.m.
(Zoom, Facebook, YouTube)

FAITH FOUNDATIONS

GOD
We believe there is only one God: the eternal, holy, loving, all-
knowing, all-powerful, omnipresent Spirit, creator of all
(Deuteronomy 6:4; 1 Timothy 1:17; Leviticus 19:2; 1 John 4:8;
Hebrews 4:13; Revelation 19:6; Jeremiah 23:24; John 4:24;
Isaiah 44:24; Colossians 1:16).

GOD’S WORD
We believe the Holy Scriptures—The Bible—is God’s true and
complete Word to humanity, verified most notably through
fulfilled prophecies concerning Jesus Christ (2 Timothy 3:16;
2 Peter 1:20-21; Isaiah 41:21-23, 42:8-9, 46:9-10;
Luke 24:25-27; John 17:17).

GOD’S CREATION
We believe all people were created in the image of God for His
pleasure, to be His children, His church and His bride, living in
eternal love and fellowship with Him (Revelation 4:1;
Genesis 1:27; John 1:12-13; Romans 8:16;
Ephesians 5:25-32; Revelation 19:7).

HUMANITY’S FALL
We acknowledge that we have all sinned and failed to fulfill
God’s plan and purpose for our lives, through willful
disobedience to the word of God and our own conscience. All
sinful acts lead to separation and alienation from God'’s pure,
holy presence, eventually resulting in both physical and
spiritual death (Romans 3:23, 6:23a).

THE GOSPEL
We believe that Jesus Christ is the Almighty God, fully divine
and fully human (1 Timothy 3:16). He came to Earth and

suffered death by crucifixion, willingly substituting Himself for

us in receiving God’s judgment against sin (Isaiah 53:5). But

God raised Him from death (Acts 5:30), and He now offers
eternal life to all who will believe in Him (John 3:14-17, 6:29; 2
Corinthians 5:18-21; Romans 6:23b; Ephesians 2:4-9). Faith is
sparked within us when we hear the gospel, the "good news"

that Jesus died, was buried and rose from the dead for our

benefit (Romans 10:14-17; 1 Corinthians 15:1-4).

OUR FAITH RESPONSE
Hearing the gospel is intended to lead us to repentance, a
divinely inspired change of heart that causes us to turn away
from our sins and turn to God!(2 Corinthians 7:9-10; 2 Timothy
2:24-26). Faith and repentance lead us to obey the scriptural
command to be baptized in Jesus’ name for the forgiveness of
our sins and to receive His gift of the Holy Spirit. His Spirit
gives us the power to live a righteous, godly life, joyfully
sharing the good news of our new life in Christ with others
(Mark 16:16; Acts 2:38, 4:12; 1 Peter 1:22-23).

CHRIST’S RETURN
We believe our Lord Jesus Christ will soon return to
Earth to receive His people to Himself and establish
His righteous, eternal kingdom
(John 14:3; Matthew 25:34).
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Know Jesus, Love Jesus, Share Jesus
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CJesusaid to her, Ol am il
resurrection and the life. TF
who belleves in me will live,

though they dagrd whoevel

lives by believing in me will

die. Do you believe this?
John 11:286NIV
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