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Summary Statement
God has instituted a wonderful process through which an individual can be
“born again;” dying to sin and its deadly effects, and entering into eternal life,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
“Sin” may be defined as any thought, word, action, or inaction that
violates the laws of God contained in the Scriptures, and/or an
individual’s own conscience (personal knowledge of wrongdoing). Every
human being is a sinner, and all sin leads to eternal death and separation
from God. However, God’s righteous judgment against sin was inflicted
upon His only begotten, sinless Son, Jesus Christ, who willingly bore the
penalty of death in the place of sinful humanity.
Hearing and believing the “gospel” (good news) of Jesus Christ’s sacrifice on
our behalf leads penitent sinners to repentance – a change of heart and mind
away from sinful disobedience to God’s commandments, into a joyful
submission to His rulership of our lives.
Genuine faith and repentance causes a believer to request water baptism in
the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness and remission (payment) of the
sins they have committed. This act of obedience symbolizes the death and
burial of their past sinful life lived in disobedience to the word of God, and
their spiritual resurrection through Christ to a new, righteous, holy life.
John the Baptist stated that Jesus would baptize believers in the Holy Spirit
just as he (John) had baptized repentant converts in water. The apostle Paul
explained that baptism in the Holy Spirit was also baptism into the body of
Christ, without which, an individual does not belong to Him. The Spirit of God
takes up residence in the believer’s heart and life and is God’s “seal,”
identifying them as His own. Through the Holy Spirit, God begins the process
of “sanctification” in a person’s life (i.e., transformation into the image and
likeness of Christ), making them holy and righteous in thought, word, and
deed. The fruit of the Spirit begins to grow within them, evident to all they
interact with. He teaches and illuminates the word of God to them, giving
them needful knowledge and training in living a Christlike life. The Holy Spirit
gives supernatural spiritual gifts to each believer as He chooses, for the
benefit of those around them, whether fellow believers or those who do not
yet know Jesus Christ as Lord and Saviour.
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PART 1: Elements of Christian Initiation
The “Born Again” Experience
The Lord Jesus told Nicodemus that anyone desiring to see the kingdom of God
must be “born again” (literally “born from above”).1 Being “born again” is an
incredible experience available to any individual who responds in faith to God’s
divine call to salvation. As the apostle John makes clear, this spiritual ‘new
birth’ is willed, initiated and accomplished solely by God.
John 1:12-13 But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become
children of God, to those who believe in His name: 13 who were born, not of blood,
nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God.
John 3:3-8 Jesus answered and said to him, “Most assuredly, I say to you, unless one
is born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.” 4 Nicodemus said to Him, “How
can a man be born when he is old? Can he enter a second time into his mother’s
womb and be born?” 5 Jesus answered, “Most assuredly, I say to you, unless one is
born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God. 6 That which is
born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. 7 Do not marvel
that I said to you, “You must be born again.’ 8 The wind blows where it wishes, and
you hear the sound of it, but cannot tell where it comes from and where it goes. So is
everyone who is born of the Spirit.”
-

An individual becomes a child of God by faith/belief (John 1:12)
An individual is “born again” by the will of God and the Spirit of God:
o
o
o
o

Born of God (John 1:13)
Born of water and the Spirit (John 3:5)2
Born of the Spirit (John 3:6)
Born of the Spirit (John 3:8)

The word “again” in John 3:3&7) is the translation of the Greek word ἄνωθεν (anóthen). The literal and
most frequently used translation of this word in the NT is “from above.” See
https://biblehub.com/greek/509.htm, accessed Dec. 23, 2019.
1

Some commentators understand “water” in v. 5 to be a reference to water baptism, which Jesus would have
expected Nicodemus to understand (and submit to) on the basis of John the Baptist’s current ministry. John
had also presented his practice of water baptism as the precursor to Jesus’ future role as the Spirit baptizer
(see John 1:26,33). Others see ‘water’ and ‘Spirit’ as synonymous terms, i.e. two expressions of the singular
life-giving power from above (see also John 7:37-39 and Ezek. 36:25-27). This opinion is based upon the fact
that the single Greek preposition “ek” (“of” or “from”) controls both words, i.e. “born of water and the Spirit,”
vs. “born of water and of the Spirit.” For a fuller discussion of this topic, see J. Ramsey Michaels, The Gospel of
John, The New International Commentary on the New Testament (Grand Rapids: William B. Eerdmans, 2010),
182-185.
2
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-

Being born again is not human rebirth, but birth of the Spirit (John 3:3-6)
Being born again allows one to see and enter the kingdom of God (John 3:3,5)
Faith

God draws people to Himself for the purpose of saving their souls from eternal
judgment and damnation. Some respond positively to His invitation, while
others do not (Heb. 4:2). An individual who enters into a saving relationship
with Jesus Christ is one who hears the gospel, believes it and obeys it – by faith.
John 6:44a “No one can come to Me unless the Father who sent Me draws him….”
John 12:32 “And I, if I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all peoples to Myself.”
Romans 10:17 So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.
Psalm 119:105 Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path (see
also Ps. 119:130).
James 1:21b … receive with meekness the implanted word, which is able to save your
souls.
Ephesians 1:13 In Him you also trusted, after you heard the word of truth, the gospel
of your salvation; in whom also, having believed, you were sealed with the Holy
Spirit of promise… (see also Eph. 4:30).
Sinful humanity’s way back to God is only through Jesus Christ, who came to
seek and save sinners.
John 14:6 Jesus said to him, “I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the
Father except through Me.
John 10:9 “I am the door. If anyone enters by Me, he will be saved….”
Luke 19:9-10 And Jesus said to him, “Today salvation has come to this house … 10 for
the Son of Man has come to seek and to save that which was lost.”
******
The following is a summary of an individual’s proper response to hearing and
believing the Gospel:
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Repentance
God calls humanity to repentance. To “repent” is to “to feel such sorrow for sin
or fault as to be disposed to change one's life for the better; be penitent.”3
The proof that an individual has truly heard the word of God with faith is their
obedience to His word, beginning with repentance.
Luke 5:32 “I have not come to call the righteous, but sinners, to repentance.”
Acts 3:19 Repent therefore and be converted, that your sins may be blotted out, so
that times of refreshing may come from the presence of the Lord….
Acts 17:30 Truly, these times of ignorance God overlooked, but now commands all
men everywhere to repent.
Romans 2:4 … do you despise the riches of His goodness, forbearance, and
longsuffering, not knowing that the goodness of God leads you to repentance?
Ezekiel 18:30b-32 “Repent, and turn from all your transgressions, so that iniquity
will not be your ruin. 31 Cast away from you all the transgressions which you have
committed and get yourselves a new heart and a new spirit. For why should you die,
O house of Israel? 32 For I have no pleasure in the death of one who dies,” says the
Lord GOD. “Therefore, turn and live!”
Repentance includes:
Confession of sin
Proverbs 28:13 He who covers his sins will not prosper, but whoever confesses and
forsakes them will have mercy.
Mark 1:4-5 John came baptizing in the wilderness and preaching a baptism of
repentance for the remission of sins. 5 Then all the land of Judea, and those from
Jerusalem, went out to him and were all baptized by him in the Jordan River,
confessing their sins.
1 John 1:9 If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to
cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

3

https://www.dictionary.com/browse/repent?s=t, accessed Sept. 13, 2019.
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Sorrow and contrition for sin
Matthew 11:20-21 Then He began to rebuke the cities in which most of His mighty
works had been done, because they did not repent: 21 “Woe to you, Chorazin! Woe to
you, Bethsaida! For if the mighty works which were done in you had been done in
Tyre and Sidon, they would have repented long ago in sackcloth and ashes.
2 Corinthians 7:10 For godly sorrow produces repentance leading to salvation, not to
be regretted; but the sorrow of the world produces death.
A change in actions
Luke 3:8a Therefore bear fruits worthy of repentance… (examples: Luke 3:10-14)
A change of mind to do the Father’s will
E.g. Matthew 21:28-29 … what do you think? A man had two sons, and he came to the
first and said, ‘Son, go, work today in my vineyard.’ 29 He answered and said, ‘I will
not,’ but afterward he regretted it and went.
Non-repentance leads to eternal disaster
Luke 13:3,5 … unless you repent you will all likewise perish.
Water Baptism in the Name of Jesus Christ
Sincere faith and repentance leads a believer to the next act of obedient
response to the gospel: water baptism in the name of Jesus Christ. This physical
act is a believer’s personal, vicarious participation in the death, burial and
resurrection of Jesus Christ. Through this act of faith, their sins are forgiven,
and they are ‘justified’, i.e., brought into good standing with God.
Acts 2:41 Then those who gladly received his word were baptized; and that day
about three thousand souls were added to them.
Acts 8:36 Now as they went down the road, they came to some water. And the eunuch
said, “See, here is water. What hinders me from being baptized?”
Acts 9:17-18 And Ananias went his way and entered the house; and laying his hands
on him he said, “Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus, who appeared to you on the road as you
came, has sent me that you may receive your sight and be filled with the Holy Spirit.”
18 Immediately there fell from his eyes something like scales, and he received his
sight at once; and he arose and was baptized.
Acts 10:48a … [Peter] commanded them to be baptized in the name of the Lord.
6

1 Peter 3:21 KJV … baptism doth also now save us (not the putting away of the filth of
the flesh, but the answer of a good conscience toward God), by the resurrection of
Jesus Christ….
Romans 6:3-11 Or do you not know that as many of us as were baptized into Christ
Jesus were baptized into His death? 4 Therefore we were buried with Him through
baptism into death, that just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the
Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life. 5 For if we have been united
together in the likeness of His death, certainly we also shall be in the likeness of His
resurrection, 6 knowing this, that our old man was crucified with Him, that the body
of sin might be done away with, that we should no longer be slaves of sin. 7 For he
who has died has been freed from sin. 8 Now if we died with Christ, we believe that
we shall also live with Him, 9 knowing that Christ, having been raised from the dead,
dies no more. Death no longer has dominion over Him. 10 For the death that He died,
He died to sin once for all; but the life that He lives, He lives to God. 11 Likewise you
also, reckon yourselves to be dead indeed to sin, but alive to God in Christ Jesus our
Lord.
Jesus submitted Himself to water baptism as a necessary act of righteousness.
Matthew 3:13-15 Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan to be baptized
by him. 14 And John tried to prevent Him, saying, “I need to be baptized by You, and
are You coming to me?” 15 But Jesus answered and said to him, “Permit it to be so
now, for thus it is fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness.” Then he allowed Him.
Baptism in the Holy Spirit
John the Baptist stated:
Matthew 3:11 I indeed baptize you with4 water unto repentance, but He who is
coming after me is mightier than I, whose sandals I am not worthy to carry. He will
baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire.
John baptized his converts in water and prophesied that Jesus would baptize
those who believe in Him in the Holy Spirit. Immediately after his glorification
(Matthew 28:1-7a), Jesus began to do so (see John 20:22 – the 1st fulfillment of
His open invitation and promise in John 7:37-39). He is the only one who has the
power to baptize believers in the Holy Spirit and into the body of Christ.

Greek: “ἐν;” English: “en,” translated “in,” “with,” or “by,” depending on the context. In the present context, I
believe “in” is the preferred translation, as John baptized his converts ‘in’ water, not ‘with’ water.
4
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1 Corinthians 12:13 For by [or ‘in’]5 one Spirit we were all baptized into one body—
whether Jews or Greeks, whether slaves or free—and have all been made to drink
into one Spirit.
Ephesians 1:13 In Him you also trusted, after you heard the word of truth, the gospel
of your salvation; in whom also, having believed, you were sealed with the Holy
Spirit of promise… (see also Eph. 4:30).
When does this baptism in and sealing by the Holy Spirit take place?
Our Lord Jesus baptizes an individual in the Holy Spirit as they respond in faith
to the gospel message, repenting of their sins and being baptized in water (Acts
2:38; Acts 5:32; Gal. 3:2,3,5,14). Their faith and repentance are based upon
their understanding that Jesus’ death, burial and resurrection is totally
sufficient for their salvation. Baptism in the Holy Spirit is God’s promise to
everyone who believes.
N.B.: It is important to note that baptism in the Holy Spirit is not contingent
upon water baptism (as Acts 2:38 may seem to indicate). In two instances, Luke
recorded the fact that people received the Holy Spirit and/or exhibited gifts of
the Spirit before being baptized in water (Acts 9:17-18; Acts 10:44-48).
As one personally experiences the death, burial and resurrection of Jesus in
water baptism, it follows that the last moment by which the Holy Spirit indwells
a believer is at the time he or she is lifted out of the water by the baptizer.
Coming up out of the water equates to resurrection from the dead, from the old
life of sin to a new life of righteousness, peace and joy in the Holy Spirit (1Cor.
6:11,17,19; Rom. 14:17). As the physical human body cannot live without spirit
(James 2:26), spiritual life within a human being is impossible without the
indwelling of the Holy Spirit (Eph. 2:1,5-6).
Acts 5:32 And we are His witnesses to these things, and so also is the Holy Spirit
whom God has given to those who obey Him.
Romans 5:5 … the love of God has been poured out in our hearts by the Holy Spirit
who was given to us.
1 Corinthians 12:13 For by one Spirit we were all baptized into one body—whether
Jews or Greeks, whether slaves or free—and have all been made to drink into one
Spirit.
2 Corinthians 1:22 who also has sealed us and given us the Spirit in our hearts as a
guarantee.

5

See note 4 above.
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Ephesians 1:13 In Him you also trusted, after you heard the word of truth, the gospel
of your salvation; in whom also, having believed, you were sealed with the Holy
Spirit of promise.
1 John 4:13 By this we know that we abide in Him, and He in us, because He has given
us of His Spirit.
******
A believer demonstrates his or her faith in Jesus Christ by repenting of their sins.
This is their sole role and responsibility. The believer presents him or herself to
the Church for water baptism. It is the Church’s role, responsibility and
privilege to baptize them. It is God’s role and responsibility (according to His
promise) to fill believers with His Holy Spirit and seal them until the day of His
coming. All three parties must fulfil their respective roles in order to complete a
believer’s initiation into the body of Christ.6 In scripture, no one ever had to
work to receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. No one was ever coached to receive the
Holy Spirit. No one was ever instructed to ‘seek’ for the Holy Spirit.7 In fact, God
graciously gives His Holy Spirit to every obedient believer (Acts 5:32; 1 John
4:13).
A believer’s life of transformation into Christlikeness begins with baptism in the
Holy Spirit (Gal. 3:3). Receiving the gift of the Holy Spirit is the crucial element
of a believer’s “born again” experience. Repentance equates to death and water
baptism equates to burial (the final act on behalf of the dead). Receiving the gift
of the Holy Spirit is the sole component of the born-again experience that
equates to resurrection, spiritual rebirth and subsequent spiritual life, in and
through the Holy Spirit. Thus, when someone obeys the word of God in faith, dies
to self and sin through repentance, Jesus Christ Himself resurrects the believer
(in a spiritual sense), baptizing him or her in the Holy Spirit and into the body of
Christ (Matt. 3:11; Rom. 6:4; 1 Cor. 12:13).

PART 2: A Believer Receives the Gift of the Holy Spirit by Faith
A believer’s response to the gospel of Jesus Christ is totally based upon faith (e.g.
Acts 8:37; Acts 16:30-31; Romans 10:9). By faith, they affirm that God has
accepted their prayers of repentance. By faith, they affirm that their sins are
forgiven and washed away through water baptism. By faith, they affirm that
they receive the Holy Spirit as God’s gift, apart from any human effort.

6
7

See: James Dunn, Baptism in the Holy Spirit. (Philadelphia: The Westminster Press, 1970), 91.
Nonetheless, Paul instructed the Corinthian church to desire gifts of the Holy Spirit (1 Cor. 12:31; 14:1,39).

9

Galatians 3:2-3,5,8,14 This only I want to learn from you: Did you receive the Spirit
by the works of the law, or by the hearing of faith? 3 Are you so foolish? Having
begun in the Spirit, are you now being made perfect by the flesh? 5 Therefore He who
supplies the Spirit to you and works miracles among you, does He do it by the works
of the law, or by the hearing of faith? 8 And the Scripture, foreseeing that God would
justify the Gentiles by faith, preached the gospel to Abraham beforehand, saying, “In
you all the nations shall be blessed.” 14 that the blessing of Abraham might come
upon the Gentiles in Christ Jesus, that we might receive the promise of the Spirit
through faith.
2 Corinthians 1:20-22 For all the promises of God in Him are Yes, and in Him Amen,
to the glory of God through us. 21 Now He who establishes us with you in Christ and
has anointed us is God, 22 who also has sealed us and given us the Spirit in our hearts
as a guarantee.
Receiving the gift of the Holy Spirit is crucial for every believer. An individual
who has not received the Spirit has not been “born again” (John 3:3-8), is still “in
the flesh” and has not been “made alive” in Christ (Eph. 2:1-10). A person in that
condition does not belong to Jesus Christ (Rom. 8:9).
Romans 8:9 But you are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if indeed the Spirit of God
dwells in you. Now if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he is not His.
Romans 8:14-16 For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, these are sons of God. 15
For you did not receive the spirit of bondage again to fear, but you received the Spirit
of adoption by whom we cry out, “Abba, Father.” 16 The Spirit Himself bears witness
with our spirit that we are children of God.
The realization that a Father/child relationship now exists between God and a
believer is a crucial sign to them that they have received the Holy Spirit. Having
been “born again” and having begun their new life in Christ through the
indwelling of the Holy Spirit, His Spirit empowers them to call God “Abba”
(“Father”) from the depths of their soul. Other signs that a person has been filled
with the Holy Spirit include the manifestation of the fruit and gifts of the Spirit
in their life.
Galatians 3:27 For you are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus.
Galatians 4:6-7 And because you are sons, God has sent forth the Spirit of His Son
into your hearts, crying out, “Abba, Father!” 7 Therefore you are no longer a slave but
a son, and if a son, then an heir of God through Christ.

10

When a believer is baptized in the Holy Spirit, he or she understands that Jesus
Christ is the One who has baptized them in the Spirit and into the body of Christ
(Luke 3:16; 1 Cor. 12:13). His Spirit witnesses with their spirit that they are now
children of God (Romans 8:15-16). They will observe the fruit of the Spirit
growing in their life (Gal. 5:22-23), and as God wills, miraculous signs, wonders
and gifts of the Spirit will be manifested through them as they share the gospel
with others (Mark 16:17-18; Heb. 2:4).
******
Concurrent with receiving the Holy Spirit or at some future point, the Lord Jesus
dispenses a gift (or gifts) of the Spirit to individual believers. In the epistles, the
apostles (primarily Paul) emphasize the work of the Holy Spirit in bringing
sinners to salvation, and also detail gifts of the Spirit believers will receive. In
Luke/Acts, Luke’s main purpose is to detail and exemplify the powerful
dispensation of the gifts of the Spirit (both pre and post Pentecost), empowering
individuals and the Church to fulfill God’s mission. Receiving the Holy Spirit in a
salvific sense, as an element of one’s conversion/initiation, was not his
particular interest.8
For some, confusion has arisen from the fact that the same terms are used by
both Paul and Luke to describe these differing aspects of the work of the Holy
Spirit. Speaking in the salvific, saving sense, Paul uses the words “baptized” (1
Cor. 12:13), “poured out” (Titus 3:5-6) and “receive” (Gal. 3:2,14). These terms
are also used by Luke to describe people receiving empowering gifts
(“charisms”) of the Holy Spirit (Acts 1:5; Acts 2:17-18; Acts 2:38).9
******
Luke 24:49a Behold, I send the promise of My Father upon you….
Acts 1:4 And being assembled together with them, He commanded them not to
depart from Jerusalem, but to wait for the promise of the Father, “which,” He said,
“you have heard from Me.”10

See Appendix 4 “Conversion in the Book of Acts” for the varied ways in which Luke records and describes
conversions.
9
Luke also uses a number of other terms in his NT writing to describe people receiving the Holy Spirit that
mirror terms used in the Old Testament. See Appendix 2: “Holy Spirit/Human Interactions, OT/NT (Before
Pentecost)” and Appendix 3: “Holy Spirit Prophecy, Reception and Fulness in Luke/Acts.”
8

The “promise of the Father” they had heard from Jesus is contained in His last major discourse with the
disciples before His crucifixion: (See John 14:16-18; John 14:26; John 15:26; John 16:7-11; John 16:13-14).
10
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Acts 2:38-39 Then Peter said to them, “Repent, and let every one of you be baptized
in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of
the Holy Spirit. 39 For the promise is to you and to your children, and to all who are
afar off, as many as the Lord our God will call.”
These verses from Luke’s writings continue the progression of his account of
people receiving powerful gifts and manifestations of the Holy Spirit in their
lives. From five or six people receiving gifts of the Holy Spirit (Luke 1-3) to
approximately 120 (Acts 2:4), to all believers (Acts 2:39), God’s promise to give
Spirit gifts applies to all believers.
******
In the Book of Acts, some received powerful gifts of the Spirit upon encountering
the risen Saviour and receiving the word of God with faith, even before they
were baptized (Acts 9:17-18; Acts 10:44). For others, their infilling with the
Spirit and manifestation of gifts occurred as they were baptized in water (Acts
19:5-6). Others began to manifest gifts of the Spirit at an unspecified time after
their conversion and water baptism (Acts 1:4-5 / 2:1-4; Acts 8:14-17; Acts 9:1718 / 1 Cor. 14:18). In fact, in the vast majority of conversion accounts recorded
in Acts, no timeframe was given to indicate when believers actually received
gifts of the Holy Spirit.11 In four cases, believers receiving the Holy Spirit,
accompanied by an immediate manifestation of gifts of the Spirit:
-

Speaking in tongues and prophetic utterances (Acts 2:4,11; Acts
10:44-46; Acts 19:6). (In each of these accounts, speaking in tongues
was not the only manifestation of the Spirit given.)
Unspecified gifts (Acts 8:17-19)

In a fifth case (Saul’s conversion in Acts 9), no sign or ‘evidence’ was recorded of
him receiving the Holy Spirit. Ananias simply laid hands on him and said:
Acts 9:17b “Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus, who appeared to you on the
road as you came, has sent me that you may receive your sight and be
filled with the Holy Spirit.”
The next verse records the outcome:
Acts 9:18 Immediately there fell from his eyes something like scales,
and he received his sight at once; and he arose and was baptized.
It seems to be a valid assumption that both of Ananias’s stated goals were met.
A miraculous restoration of sight was granted to Saul, and he received the gift of
the Holy Spirit.
11

See Appendix 4: “Conversions in the Book of Acts.”
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1 Corinthians 12:13 “For by one Spirit we were all baptized into one body —
whether Jews or Greeks, whether slaves or free—and have all been made to
drink into one Spirit.”
Ephesians 1:13 “In Him you also trusted, after you heard the word of truth, the
gospel of your salvation; in whom also, having believed, you were sealed with
the Holy Spirit of promise.”

Is speaking in tongues the unique “initial evidence” of Spirit baptism?
The Book of Acts is the only New Testament writing that records believers
speaking in tongues concurrent with being baptized in the Holy Spirit (Acts 2, 10
& 19). Based upon these examples, was Luke intending to establish speaking in
tongues as the unique, paradigmatic ‘initial evidence’ of an individual having
received the Holy Spirit in a salvific sense? Was speaking in tongues as recorded
in Acts simply a description of what happened when certain believers began to
manifest gifts of the Spirit, or was it prescriptive of what must happen to all
believers as part of their conversion/initiation into Christianity? We will seek
to answer these questions through an investigation of Luke’s presentation of
Spirit outpourings in both halves of his writing: The Gospel According to Luke
and The Acts of the Apostles.
At the beginning of his Gospel, Luke details a new and powerful interaction
between the Holy Spirit and humanity. In rapid-fire succession, he recounted
three (possibly five) instances of Spirit infillings: John the Baptist – 1:15,17;
Elizabeth – 1:41; Zacharias – 1:67; Simeon? – 2:25-27; and Mary? – 2:35. These
outpourings took place within a time span of approximately three months.
Reporting these incidents in the manner he did, occurring in a very compressed
timeframe, seems to fit the idea of a pattern being set. But what exactly was the
pattern? Luke seems to be saying: ‘God is at work in our midst in a very
deliberate and dramatic fashion to fill individuals with the power of His Holy
Spirit’! Everything he reported from that time forth was based upon this fact.
Then, as Jesus declared in John 7:37-39, a further, global outpouring of the Holy
Spirit was on its way, preceded by His glorification and ascension. The
beginning of this outpouring was meticulously detailed in Acts 2.
In Acts, however, Luke does not seem to present speaking in tongues as the
paradigm for all Spirit baptisms. Having established in Acts 2 that the Spirit has
been poured out “upon all flesh” (Acts 2:17), he then concentrates his reporting
on specific charismatic manifestations of the Spirit, empowering believers for
service. If his intent had been to establish speaking in tongues as the global
paradigm, he had three outstanding opportunities to do so in Acts 2&4. In Acts
2, about 120 disciples in the upper room received the Holy Spirit, spoke in
tongues and prophesied. In the same chapter, about 3,000 new believers were
13

added to the church. Their repentance was implied through their pierced hearts
and their question ‘what shall we do?’ (v. 37), and Luke specifies that they were
all baptized in water (v. 41). Considering his detailed account of the events
earlier the same day, it seems inconceivable that he would have omitted
reporting 3,000 people speaking in tongues as they received the Holy Spirit if
this, in fact, is what happened. Two such occurrences on the same day, with
such great numbers involved, would definitely have been seen as paradigmatic.
Peter’s words to the assembled crowd were very important. He said (to
paraphrase): ‘Repent, be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ, and you shall
receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. The promise is to you and your children and
all whom God will call’ (Acts 2:38-39). According to Peter, baptism in the Holy
Spirit is God’s promise to those He calls, who believe and obey. Earlier in the
chapter (Acts 2:33), he had said: “having received from the Father the promise
of the Holy Spirit, He poured out this which you now see and hear.” What God
“poured out” was the gift of the Holy Spirit, and what the crowd ‘saw and heard’
was an outward physical manifestation of this outpouring.12 Luke gives no
indication that the 3,000 shared the identical manifestations as the 120
experienced, but, due to their obedient response to Peter’s preaching, I believe
we can safely infer that they also received the gift of the Holy Spirit.
A short time later, Peter preached another sermon and about 5,000 men came to
faith in Jesus Christ (Acts 4:4). As it never seemed to be Luke’s intent to establish
rigid paradigms and processes surrounding individuals’ conversion experiences
and Spirit reception, he mentions nothing about repentance, water baptism or
receiving the Holy Spirit with the initial sign of speaking in tongues. Although
this account records the largest single number of converts in the New Testament
canon, all Luke states about their experience is that they believed the gospel
message they had heard. If these people had received the Holy Spirit and spoken
in tongues, I believe Luke would most certainly have recorded it. Such an event
would simply have been too dramatic to ignore. However, there is no mention of
Peter even praying for them to receive the Spirit, laying hands on them, or them
speaking in tongues. If, then, Luke had intended to establish speaking in
tongues as the initial evidence that one has received the Holy Spirit, he missed
arguably the two most incredible opportunities to do so at the very beginning of
Acts. Recording all three groups speaking in tongues as part of their conversion
process in Acts 3&4 would then have been very similar to his record of the
outpouring of the gift of prophesy in Luke 1&2.

On five other occasions, Luke used the term ‘seen and heard’, or ‘heard and seen’ to describe powerful
manifestations of the wonderful works of God on display, and God at work through His Holy Spirit: Luke 2:20;
Luke 7:22; Acts 4:20; Acts 8:6; Acts 22:15. These manifestations were not reserved to speaking in tongues or
staggering like drunken men.
12
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Some believe that all of these people had simply begun their journey toward
“full salvation” and it was completed sometime later when they received the
Holy Spirit and spoke in tongues. The Samaritans in Acts 8 are offered as a casein-point for this theory.13
The Book of Acts certainly records speaking in tongues as a sign that an
individual has been filled with the Holy Spirit. About 120 disciples spoke in
tongues on the Day of Pentecost, as recorded in Acts 2. In Acts 10, roughly nine
years (and multiplied thousands of conversions later), Cornelius’ household
received the Holy Spirit and spoke in tongues. In Acts 19, approximately 23
years after Pentecost (with another great host of conversions having been
recorded in the intervening chapters), about 12 men received the Holy Spirit and
spoke in tongues. If one were to analyse the tongues-speaking incidents Luke
chose to record, they could easily surmise that this experience is for the few, not
for the many!
One of the most common practices among Pentecostals is to pray with new
believers, encouraging them to seek baptism in the Holy Spirit with the evidence
of speaking in unknown tongues. This is based on the view that tongues is both
the initial and immediate sign that one has received the gift of the Holy Spirit.
No allowance is given for the possibility that a person may receive the Holy
Spirit at conversion, with subsequent manifestations of the fruit of the Spirit, or
gift(s) of the Spirit, as God wills. In the Book of Acts, however, none of the
apostles or evangelists Luke records taught or preached speaking in tongues as
the initial, universal sign that one had received the Spirit. Certainly, as noted
above, Acts 10 & 19 record speaking in tongues as manifestations or ‘signs’ of
Spirit baptism, as observed by Peter and Paul.14 However, in the 20 other
conversion experiences Luke records, he speaks of people believing and/or being
baptized in Jesus’ name and/or receiving the gift of the Holy Spirit, with no
mention of speaking in tongues as the expected sign. When one reads the record
of Peter’s sermons (he being the one to whom Jesus gave the “keys of the
kingdom of heaven” (Matt. 16:19)), none of them mentions speaking in tongues.
Instead, his sermons consistently highlight the “gospel;” the death, burial and
resurrection of Jesus Christ and our proper response to these truths.15 Neither
Luke nor any other New Testament writer teaches speaking in tongues as the
single, unique, immediate, paradigmatic sign that an individual has received
the gift of the Holy Spirit. For an event that holds such incredible significance
for those who promote speaking in tongues as the paradigmatic sign of
receiving the Holy Spirit, it is interesting to note that no New Testament writer
apart from Luke even mentions the Day of Pentecost. And even in the Book of
Acts, Peter only refers back to it once, as part of his defense before the apostles

Please see “Interpreting the ‘Samaritan Pentecost’” (pg. 27) for a discussion and explanation of this event.
Please see analysis of Spirit outpourings recorded in Acts 10 & 19 (pg. 23-24).
15
For Peter’s five sermons in Acts, see Acts 2:14-39; Acts 3:11-4:4; Acts 4:8-12; Acts 5:29-32; Acts 10:34-43.
13
14

15

for entering the house of a Gentile and eating with him and his household (Acts
11:15).

PART 3: Manifestations of the Indwelling Holy Spirit
Fruit of the Spirit:
Galatians 5:22-26 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering,
kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23 gentleness, self-control. Against such there is no
law. 24 And those who are Christ’s have crucified the flesh with its passions and
desires. 25 If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit. 26 Let us not become
conceited, provoking one another, envying one another.
Romans 14:17 for the kingdom of God is not eating and drinking, but righteousness
and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit.
Gifts of the Spirit:
1 Corinthians 12:8-10 for to one is given the word of wisdom through the Spirit, to
another the word of knowledge through the same Spirit, 9 to another faith by the
same Spirit, to another gifts of healings by the same Spirit, 10 to another the working
of miracles, to another prophecy, to another discerning of spirits, to another
different kinds of tongues, to another the interpretation of tongues.
Romans 12:6-8 Having then gifts differing according to the grace that is given to us,
let us use them: if prophecy, let us prophesy in proportion to our faith; 7 or ministry,
let us use it in our ministering; he who teaches, in teaching; 8 he who exhorts, in
exhortation; he who gives, with liberality; he who leads, with diligence; he who
shows mercy, with cheerfulness.
Ephesians 4:7-8,11-12 But to each one of us grace was given according to the
measure of Christ’s gift. 8 Therefore He says: “When He ascended on high, He led
captivity captive, and gave gifts to men.” 11 And He Himself gave some to be
apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, and some pastors and teachers, 12 for the
equipping of the saints for the work of ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ.
1 Peter 4:10-11 As each one has received a gift, minister it to one another, as good
stewards of the manifold grace of God. 11 If anyone speaks, let him speak as the
oracles of God. If anyone ministers, let him do it as with the ability which God
supplies, that in all things God may be glorified through Jesus Christ, to whom belong
the glory and the dominion forever and ever. Amen.
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All of these gifts are available to a believer, subject to the will of God.16
1 Corinthians 12:11 But one and the same Spirit works all these things, distributing
to each one individually as He wills.
The Lord also displays the resident power of His Spirit in His people through
signs, wonders and miracles.
Mark 16:17-18 “… these signs will follow those who believe: in My name they will
cast out demons; they will speak with new tongues; 18 they will take up serpents;
and if they drink anything deadly, it will by no means hurt them; they will lay hands
on the sick, and they will recover.” (See also Hebrews 2:4.)
Our preeminent example of the power of the Holy Spirit at work in a human life
is none other than our Lord Jesus Christ. Although He was filled with the Holy
Spirit from conception, He nevertheless received a special messianic
impartation of the Spirit’s power at the Jordan River (Luke 3:21-23a; Luke 4:1419). As the apostle Peter stated:
Acts 10:38a God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power.17
The manifestation of the Spirit’s power in an individual believer’s life is totally
subject to God’s will and control. However, it is not biblically mandated that
every believer will experience every possible manifestation of the gifts of the
Spirit in his or her life.
Therefore, I encourage all believers in Jesus Christ to pray this prayer:
“Lord Jesus, I have heard and believed the gospel in faith, and in
obedience to Your word, I have repented of my sins and been baptized in
Your name. With great joy and faith in my heart, I thank you for filling
me with Your Holy Spirit as you promised to do! Please transform me
into Your image by the power of Your Spirit and allow the fruit of Your
Spirit to grow and flourish in my life. I pray that You will help me to
manifest whichever gift (or gifts) of the Spirit You choose to give me as I
join with my brothers and sisters in fulfilling Your mission in the world. I
ask these blessings, with thanksgiving, in Jesus’ name. Amen.”
It should be the earnest desire of every “born-again” believer to be
empowered by the gifts of the Holy Spirit to fulfill the ‘Great Commission’
of Christ.
****
16
17

See Appendix 1: “Gifts of the Spirit Recorded in the Book of Acts.”
See also Jesus’ announcement of, and fulfillment of His messianic mission: Luke 4:18-21; Luke 7:22-23.
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Desiring, requesting and imparting the gifts of the Holy Spirit
The following biblical examples highlight the actions of those who
desired to see the manifestation of the Holy Spirit in their own lives, and
in the lives of others.
Prayer:
Luke 3:21 When all the people were baptized, it came to pass that Jesus also was
baptized; and while He prayed, the heaven was opened. 22 And the Holy Spirit
descended in bodily form like a dove upon Him….
Acts 1:14 These all continued with one accord in prayer and supplication, with the
women and Mary the mother of Jesus, and with His brothers.
Acts 4:23-24a, 29-31 And being let go, they went to their own companions and
reported all that the chief priests and elders had said to them. 24 So when they heard
that, they raised their voice to God with one accord and said… 29… Lord, look on their
threats, and grant to Your servants that with all boldness they may speak Your word,
30 by stretching out Your hand to heal, and that signs and wonders may be done
through the name of Your holy Servant Jesus.” 31 And when they had prayed, the
place where they were assembled together was shaken; and they were all filled with
the Holy Spirit, and they spoke the word of God with boldness.
Luke 11:11-13 If a son asks for bread from any father among you, will he give him a
stone? Or if he asks for a fish, will he give him a serpent instead of a fish? 12 Or if he
asks for an egg, will he offer him a scorpion? 13 If you then, being evil, know how to
give good gifts to your children, how much more will your heavenly Father give the
Holy Spirit to those who ask Him!”
Laying on of hands:
Acts 8:14-17 Now when the apostles who were at Jerusalem heard that Samaria had
received the word of God, they sent Peter and John to them, 15 who, when they had
come down, prayed for them that they might receive the Holy Spirit. 16 For as yet He
had fallen upon none of them. They had only been baptized in the name of the Lord
Jesus. 17 Then they laid hands on them, and they received the Holy Spirit.
Following this prayer and laying on of hands, the Samaritans immediately
began to manifest gifts of the Spirit as evidenced by Simon the Sorcerer’s
wonderment and desire to purchase the ability to impart the power of the Spirit
as Peter had.
Acts 9:17-18 And Ananias went his way and entered the house; and laying his hands
on him he said, “Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus, who appeared to you on the road as you
18

came, has sent me that you may receive your sight and be filled with the Holy Spirit.”
18 Immediately there fell from his eyes something like scales, and he received his
sight at once; and he arose and was baptized.
Acts 19:6 And when Paul had laid hands on them, the Holy Spirit came upon them,
and they spoke with tongues and prophesied.
1 Timothy 4:14 Do not neglect the gift that is in you, which was given to you by
prophecy with the laying on of the hands of the eldership. (See also 2 Timothy 1:6).
Preaching:
Acts 4:4 … many of those who heard the word believed; and the number of the men
came to be about five thousand.
Acts 10:44 While Peter was still speaking these words, the Holy Spirit fell upon all
those who heard the word.
Earnest Desire:
1 Corinthians 12:31a … earnestly desire the best gifts.
1 Corinthians 14:1a Pursue love, and desire spiritual gifts.
1 Corinthians 14:12 Even so you, since you are zealous for spiritual gifts, let it be for
the edification of the church that you seek to excel.
1 Corinthians 14:39a Therefore, brethren, desire earnestly to prophesy….
Acts 4:29-30 Now, Lord, look on their threats, and grant to Your servants that with all
boldness they may speak Your word, 30 by stretching out Your hand to heal, and that
signs and wonders may be done through the name of Your holy Servant Jesus.”
Sensitivity to the Holy Spirit and Boldness to Act:
Acts 5:1-11 – God gave Peter the word of knowledge to deal with Ananias and
Sapphira.
Acts 7:2-53 – God gave Stephen the gift of prophesy to address the mob that killed
him.
Acts 9:36-41 – Peter was given the gift of miracles to raise Dorcas from death.
Acts 20:7-12 – Paul was given the gift of miracles to raise Eutychus from death.
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PART 4: Luke’s Purpose in Writing Luke/Acts
From the opening chapter of his gospel, Luke showed his clear intent for writing:
Luke 1:1-4 Inasmuch as many have taken in hand to set in order a narrative of those
things which have been fulfilled among us, 2 just as those who from the beginning were
eyewitnesses and ministers of the word delivered them to us, 3 it seemed good to me
also, having had perfect understanding of all things from the very first, to write to you
an orderly account, most excellent Theophilus, 4 that you may know the certainty of
those things in which you were instructed.

Luke desired to compile an orderly account of the history and teaching of Jesus and
the apostles in the early Church age. His writing highlights the dramatic break-in of
the Holy Spirit into Jewish society, into the life of Christ, and into the New Testament
Jewish/Samaritan/Gentile church. The events he records highlight the charismatic18
work of the Holy Spirit in the lives of John the Baptist, Elizabeth, Zacharias, Jesus
Christ, His apostles and disciples, etc.
Roger Stronstad’s very influential book The Charismatic Theology of St. Luke
illuminates the important differences between Paul and Luke’s strategies in writing
about the work of the Holy Spirit. He states:
“…while Luke narrates the role of the Holy Spirit in the history of the early church, Paul
teaches his readers concerning the person and ministry of the Spirit” (emphasis his). 19

In his Foreword to Charismatic Theology…, Clark Pinnock notes:
“St. Luke speaks of a baptism of power for service which is not oriented to the
soteriological work of the Spirit, which Paul often addresses. The theologies of Luke
and Paul are complementary to each other but must not be confused as being
identical….”20

Gordon Fee, considered one of the greatest Pentecostal scholars of the 20 th century,
also gives his insight into Luke’s thought process:
For Luke … the phenomenological expressions of the Spirit’s presence are what he
describes as the “coming of” or “filling with” the Spirit.21

Stronstad also notes that biblical references related to baptism in the Holy Spirit
come primarily from Luke, although theologians have tended to interpret them
according to Paul’s teaching and focus. Many of them have discounted the use of
“Charismatic” is derived from the Greek word “charism” which means “gift.”
Roger Stronstad, The Charismatic Theology of St. Luke (Peabody: Hendrickson Publishers, 1984), 2.
20 Ibid., vii.
21 Gordon D. Fee, “Baptism in the Holy Spirit: The Issue of Separability and Subsequence.” Pneuma: The
Journal for Pentecostal Studies 7.2 (Fall, 1985), 90-91.
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Luke’s historical narratives for theological instruction. For example, Stronstad
observes that the term “baptized in the Spirit” is used three times by Luke and only
once by Paul (1 Cor. 12:13); and the term “filled with the Spirit” is used nine times by
Luke and again, only once by Paul (Eph. 5:18).22 Thus, it would seem most
reasonable to allow Luke’s writing to interpret these terms rather than Paul’s. So, as
Stronstad advises:
“…[All] parties must develop a methodological consensus for interpreting the gift of
the Spirit in Luke-Acts. At a minimum, this consensus must include the following
principles: 1) Luke-Acts is theologically homogenous, 2) Luke is a theologian as well as
a historian, and 3) Luke is an independent theologian in his own right …. For example,
… Luke’s characteristic phrase “filled with the Holy Spirit”: 1) is modelled after its use
in the Old Testament (LXX), 2) has the same meaning in the Gospel as it has in the Acts,
and 3) has a different meaning in Luke-Acts than it has in Paul’s Epistle to the
Ephesians …. Thus … Luke is found to have a charismatic rather than a soteriological
theology of the Holy Spirit.” 23

For Luke, to be ‘filled with the Holy Spirit’ meant that gifts of the Spirit were being
powerfully manifested in a believer’s life. Nowhere does he state that the infilling of
the Holy Spirit is linked with speaking in tongues as the unique, exclusive sign that
an individual had received Spirit baptism. In Acts, speaking in tongues was seen as a
manifestation, or sign that an individual was filled with the Holy Spirit, not as a
mandatory ‘initial evidence’.
Another prominent Pentecostal theologian Frank D. Macchia states in his book
Baptized in the Spirit:
“Paul is prominently concerned with incorporation into Christ, by which believers
become members of Christ’s body and of one another…. Luke’s Spirit baptism
doctrine is “charismatic,” having to do with the divine empowerment of the church as
a living witness, while Paul’s is primarily soteriological, having fundamentally to do
with being in Christ.” 24

This understanding of Luke’s purpose and charismatic focus will help us to answer
questions that have often been raised in trying to explain the events that took place
in Samaria25 (Acts 8) and Ephesus (Acts 19).
Regarding the four elements in the conversion/initiation journey from unbeliever to
believer (faith in Christ, repentance, water baptism in Jesus’ name and baptism in
the Holy Spirit), Luke makes no attempt to establish a standard pattern or process.
After recording Peter’s answer to the question: “Men and brethren, what shall we

Stronstad, 11.
Ibid., 12.
24 Frank D. Macchia, Baptized in the Spirit: a global Pentecostal theology (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2006), 15.
25 See Part 6: “Interpreting the ‘Samaritan Pentecost’” for an explanation of how Luke’s charismatic focus
addresses the seemingly ‘delayed’ reception of the Holy Spirit in the Samaritan church.
22
23
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do?” (Acts 2:38), Luke makes no attempt to standardize Christian conversion and
initiation into a rigid formula.26

PART 5: Analysis of Three Instances of Speaking in Tongues in Acts
Acts 2:1-4,16-18
There were four significant manifestations of the Holy Spirit’s presence on the Day of
Pentecost:
-

There was the sound of a strong wind. Wind (breath) signifies life (see
John 20:22; Ezekiel 37:4-10,14a; Genesis 2:7).

-

They had a vision of tongues of fire over their heads. John the Baptist
prophesied that Jesus would baptize believers with the Holy Spirit and fire
(Luke 3:16). Fire symbolizes judgment, cleansing, purification, and light. It
also symbolizes passion and power (Deut. 4:23-24).

-

The disciples began to “speak with other tongues,” languages they had
never learned. This was a miraculous sign that the Lord used very
effectively to attract a crowd on the Day of Pentecost. People came seeking
an explanation of what they were seeing and hearing.27

-

The disciples were engaged in an act of prophesy. When the question was
asked “Whatever could this mean?” Peter explained that the Holy Spirit
had been ‘poured out’ upon them, empowering them to prophesy, as
foretold by Joel:
Joel 2:28-32a “And it shall come to pass afterward that I will pour out My Spirit
on all flesh; your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, your old men shall
dream dreams, your young men shall see visions. 29 And also on My
menservants and on My maidservants I will pour out My Spirit in those days. 30
“And I will show wonders in the heavens and in the earth: blood and fire and
pillars of smoke. 31 The sun shall be turned into darkness, and the moon into
blood, before the coming of the great and awesome day of the LORD. 32 And it
shall come to pass that whoever calls on the name of the LORD shall be saved.
Acts 2:15-21 For these are not drunk, as you suppose, since it is only the third
hour of the day. 16 But this is what was spoken by the prophet Joel: 17 “And it
shall come to pass in the last days, says God, that I will pour out of My Spirit on all

26
27

See Appendix 4: “Conversions in the Book of Acts.”
See Note 11 above.
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flesh; your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, your young men shall see
visions, your old men shall dream dreams. 18 And on My menservants and on My
maidservants I will pour out My Spirit in those days; and they shall prophesy. 19 I
will show wonders in heaven above and signs in the earth beneath: blood and fire
and vapor of smoke. 20 The sun shall be turned into darkness, and the moon into
blood, before the coming of the great and awesome day of the LORD. 21 And it shall
come to pass that whoever calls on the name of the LORD shall be saved.’

Peter described what the assembled Jews had heard as prophecy, miraculously
delivered to each group in its own language by people who had never learned these
languages, i.e. through the gift of tongues. It is noteworthy that Joel gave three signs
of the ‘last-days’ outpouring of the Holy Spirit: prophecy, dreams and visions (Joel 2:
17). However, as Peter interprets the Pentecost events in light of Joel’s writing, he
only highlights the manifestation of prophecy, twice identifying it as what the people
were hearing (Acts 2:17-18), vs. Joel’s single use of the term (Joel 2:28). Peter, the
apostle with the ‘keys to the kingdom’ does not specify speaking in tongues, dreams
or visions as the evidence of the outpouring/infilling of the Holy Spirit, whether in
Acts or in his epistles. Instead, he highlights prophecy. He certainly understood
speaking in tongues to be a sign of Spirit infilling (see Acts 10:46), but he never
preached or taught it as the mandatory ‘initial evidence’.
Acts 10:44-46
This passage records the first instance of Gentiles receiving the gift of the Holy Spirit.
Immediately, they also experienced the same personal, physical manifestation of the
Spirit’s presence as the Jews in Jerusalem had experienced – they spoke in tongues
and magnified God. In the Greek text of the New Testament, the words used to
describe these phenomena are the same in both Acts 2:11 and Acts 10:46: cognates
of “glōssa” (languages), and “megas” (great, magnificent, wonderful): i.e. exalting God
for His wonderful works. As noted above in our discussion of Acts 2, Peter described
the disciples’ Spirit-inspired speech as prophecy (see Acts 2:15-18).
In light of the ethnic and religious prejudices present among the apostles, I believe
God was compelled to give the Gentiles a manifestation of their Spirit infilling that
was identical to that of the Jews in Jerusalem, approximately nine years earlier.28
Otherwise, Peter would never have sanctioned and commanded Cornelius and his
household to be baptized.
Later, under scrutiny by his colleagues in Jerusalem, Peter explained his actions by
saying:
Acts 11:17 “If therefore God gave them the same gift as He gave us when we believed
on the Lord Jesus Christ, who was I that I could withstand God?”

28

http://www.generationword.com/bible_school_notes/Timeline%20of%20Acts.htm, accessed June 6, 2018.
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As already noted, the words Luke used to describe both events came from the same
root words in Greek, and Peter’s interpretation of the events was the same:
they spoke in tongues and magnified God (which he had previously described as
prophecy in Acts 2). God had given the Gentiles the identical gift and the identical
manifestations of the gift as He had to about 120 disciples in Jerusalem. This was to
erase any possible doubt in the minds of Peter and his six colleagues that the
Gentiles had, in fact, been filled with the Holy Spirit.
Acts 19:1-6
The apostle Paul met a group of believers in Ephesus that Luke describes as
“disciples.”29 They were former disciples of John who had become followers of Jesus,
although they had neither been baptized in Jesus’ name nor heard of the gift of the
Holy Spirit.
By the time Paul visited Ephesus, he had already written his epistle to the Galatians,
in which he stressed that believers receive the Holy Spirit by faith (Gal. 3:2,5,14),
which had been “supplied” to them by faith (v. 5), and they had begun their Christian
walk “in the Spirit” (v. 3) (see also Eph. 1:11-14). Certainly, in the 1st century church
age, powerful manifestations of the Spirit were expected to be seen in believers’ lives
(Mark 16:17-18). Therefore, as we attempt to interpret Acts 19:1-2, we must do so
with Paul’s previous statements to the Galatians firmly in mind.
In Paul’s mind, the Ephesians had received the gift of the Holy Spirit at the time of
their conversion. Apparently, however, he had not observed any manifestations of
the gifts of the Spirit in their midst, hence his question: “Did you receive the Holy
Spirit when you believed?” Or to state it more clearly, in context, ‘Did you receive
gifts of the Holy Spirit when you believed’.
Luke’s writings typically highlighted the operation of the gifts of the Spirit in the
work and ministry of the early church, whereas Paul’s focus was typically salvific. In
Ephesus, however, when he asked the disciples if they have received the Holy Spirit
(Acts 19:2), his question was in sync with Luke’s interest: charismatic rather than
salvific. When they stated that they had not even heard of the Holy Spirit, Paul next
question reverted to his typical salvific focus: “Into what then were you baptized?”
(Acts 19:3).

Universally throughout Acts, the word ‘disciples’ refers to followers of Jesus Christ, e.g. Acts 1:15; 6:1,7;
9:1,19,26; 13:52; 15:10, etc. This meeting took place approximately 23 years after Pentecost and highlights
the necessity of preaching the fulness of the gospel message whenever there is an opportunity. Like Apollos
in the previous chapter (Acts 18:24-26), these disciples had learned enough about Jesus to become followers
of His, but clearly, their learning had not included Peter’s teaching and instructions as recorded in Acts 2:38.
29
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Upon hearing Paul’s gospel message, the Ephesians received it, believed it, and
therefore (we assume) repented of their sins. The text records that they proceeded
to be baptized in Jesus’ name, and as part of their Christian initiation, they were
“given” the Holy Spirit, “supplied” with the Holy Spirit, “sealed” by the Holy Spirit,
“baptized” in the Holy Spirit and into the body of Christ. Immediately upon receiving
the Spirit, they began to manifest gifts of the Spirit (tongues and prophecy) in the
empowered “charismatic” sense Luke highlights. Perhaps God utilized these specific
gifts to highlight His ability to impart any gift of the Spirit to a person at any point in
their Christian walk. There is no required ‘progression’ from the least to the greatest
of the gifts. (Prophecy (one of the “best gifts”) was the one most often given to
individuals in the Old Testament.)30
Luke’s recording of Paul’s questions and their aftermath was in direct alignment
with his key focal point in writing Luke/Acts; to record and highlight the
empowering work of the Holy Spirit in the experience of the 1st century church. In
the case of the Ephesians, speaking in tongues and prophecy were the gifts of the
Spirit manifested in them after they had been baptized in Jesus’ name and prayed
for, with the laying on of hands.
Another analysis and interpretation of these events is that this outpouring of the
Holy Spirit was the signal that the gospel had now reached the “end of the earth” as
Jesus had prophesied (Acts 1:8). This incident, however, was not the first account of
the gospel being preached outside of Jerusalem, Judea and Samaria. Paul had begun
his missionary endeavours into the Gentile world in Acts 13. In this, his 3rd
missionary journey, Paul remained in Ephesus for two years and “all who dwelt in
Asia heard the word of the Lord Jesus, both Jews and Greeks” (Acts 19:10). Luke also
goes on to highlight a number of amazing signs, wonders and miracles that took
place during that time (Acts 19:11-20).
Luke then writes the transitional sentence (Acts 19:21) that indicates the end of his
focus on Paul’s missionary endeavours. This verse begins the final third of the Book
of Acts, focusing on Paul’s return to Jerusalem and subsequent trip to Rome as a
prisoner.
******
Why were speaking in tongues and prophecy the two gifts listed in all three of the
accounts above? Possibly God was saying, in effect: ‘When I manifest the power of My
Spirit in a believer’s life, I am free to utilize any of My gifts, from the least to the
greatest, as I choose’. When listing the gifts of the Spirit in order of priority, Paul
listed tongues last in the first rendition (1 Cor. 12:28), and second last in the second
rendition (1 Cor. 12:29-30). At the same time, prophecy is listed second (behind
apostleship) in both renditions and is identified as the gift one should most desire (1
Cor. 12:31; 1 Cor. 14:1,12,39).
30

See Appendix 2.
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Paul frequently utilized the gift of tongues (1 Cor. 14:18) but acknowledged that not
all believers speak in tongues (1 Cor. 12:30). Clearly, it was his desire that every
believer would do so (1 Cor. 14:5). In attempting to reconcile these verses with the
doctrine of ‘evidential tongues’, some state that there is a difference in the use and
purpose of tongues as the initial sign of baptism in the Holy Spirit vs. the gift of
tongues.31 Unfortunately, no scriptural statement, no New Testament teaching, nor
any preaching by the apostles is offered in support of this assertion.
Thus, I view the accounts in Acts 2, 10 and 19 as descriptive historical accounts of
events that took place in the infancy of the New Testament Church. They detail the
initial outpouring of the Holy Spirit in Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria and the ends of the
Earth, as the disciples fulfilled Jesus’ directive to be His witnesses in those areas
(Acts 1:8). As many present-day Christians can testify, God still replicates various
elements of these experiences in believers’ lives as He sees fit. However, neither
Jesus, the apostles, nor Luke taught that these experiences were prescriptive of
events that must occur in the life of every believer.
****
Along with the three passages just discussed, some also regard a couple of verses in
Isaiah 28 as an Old Testament prophecy identifying speaking in tongues as an
“evidential sign” that a person has received the gift of the Holy Spirit.
Isaiah 28:11-12 For with stammering lips and another tongue He will speak to this
people, 12 To whom He said, “This is the rest with which You may cause the weary to
rest” and “This is the refreshing;” yet they would not hear.

The Apostle Paul also quotes these verses in 1 Corinthians:
1 Cor. 14:21 In the law it is written: “With men of other tongues and other lips I will
speak to this people; and yet, for all that, they will not hear Me,” says the Lord.

Deut. 28 is the first time this concept is presented in scripture, but the context is
actually very negative. Through Moses, God laid out the blessings that Israel would
enjoy if they were faithful to Him and obeyed His commandments (Deut. 28:1-14).
Then from verses 15 to 68, He gave detailed descriptions of the curses they would
incur if they disobeyed His law and engaged in idolatry. Here is the section that
relates to our present discussion:
Deut. 28:45-49 “Moreover all these curses shall come upon you and pursue and
overtake you, until you are destroyed, because you did not obey the voice of the
E.g. United Pentecostal Church International Articles of Faith, section entitled “The Baptism of the Holy
Spirit.” “The speaking with other tongues, as recorded in Acts 2:4, 10:46, and 19:6, and the gift of tongues, as
explained in I Corinthians, chapters 12 and 14, are the same in essence, but different in use and purpose.”
2018 Manual, pg. 34.
31
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LORD your God, to keep His commandments and His statutes which He
commanded you. 46 And they shall be upon you for a sign and a wonder, and on
your descendants forever. 47 “Because you did not serve the LORD your God
with joy and gladness of heart, for the abundance of everything, 48 therefore you
shall serve your enemies, whom the LORD will send against you, in hunger, in
thirst, in nakedness, and in need of everything; and He will put a yoke of iron
on your neck until He has destroyed you. 49 The LORD will bring a nation against
you from afar, from the end of the earth, as swift as the eagle flies, a nation
whose language you will not understand….” (See also Jer. 5:14-17; Is. 30:15-17;
Is. 33:19).

God spoke to His people through His prophets, men whose voices and language could
easily be understood. As Isaiah stated, God offered rest and refreshing to Israel, and
Moses outlined a host of other blessings awaiting them if they would obey the
commandments of the Lord. But instead of obedience, the nation turned a deaf,
rebellious ear to Him. ‘Therefore’, God said, ‘I will speak to you in a language you
don’t understand. It will be the language you hear when your enemies are
overrunning your country’. Yet, in spite of the devastation of invasion and war,
Israel still would not listen! They would not listen to the prophets they could
understand, and the devastation brought by invaders they couldn’t understand was
still not enough for them to turn from their disobedience.
Thus, stammering lips and other tongues were always negative signs in the Old
Testament, never positive. Moses, Isaiah, and Jeremiah are three witnesses to this
fact. OT believers heard the words of the prophets and did their best to obey and live
in harmony with God’s laws. Therefore, when enemies of unknown tongues invaded,
it was not a sign to them as believers. They already knew what God had spoken and
were aware of His impending judgment through these enemies.
Now, in Paul’s epistle, 1 Cor. 14:22 adds an additional NT fulfillment to this OT
prophecy.
1 Cor. 14:22 … tongues are for a sign, not to those who believe but to unbelievers; but
prophesying is not for unbelievers but for those who believe.

In this context, tongues are used as a sign against unbelievers who will not hear and
obey the prophetic/preached word of God. As in the OT, it is a negative sign, not a
positive sign (as further explained in v. 23). At the same time, believers have already
received and believed the prophetic word.
1 Cor. 14:23 Therefore, if the whole church comes together in one place, and all speak
with tongues, and there come in those who are uninformed or unbelievers, will they
not say that you are out of your mind?
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Tongues are definitely a sign to unbelievers (v. 22).32 Unfortunately, in the NT
context, it is a negative sign to the uninformed and unbelievers that the tongues’
speakers are out of their mind. As such, unbridled, uninterpreted tongues’ speaking
in a church service is neither edifying to believers nor unbelievers. In the preceding
verses of 1 Cor. 14, Paul made the point that speaking in tongues is for personal
edification (v. 4); prayer and worship (v. 15); and edification of the church, if the
tongues are interpreted (v. 5,12-13,19).
Prophecy, on the other hand, is edifying to both believers and unbelievers. Prophecy
is beneficial for believers (v. 22), and also a sign to unbelievers that God is present in
the assembly.
1 Cor. 14:24-25 … if all prophesy, and an unbeliever or an uninformed person comes
in, he is convinced by all, he is convicted by all. 25 And thus the secrets of his heart are
revealed; and so, falling down on his face, he will worship God and report that God is
truly among you.

This verse describes a prophetic word that God uses as a direct sign to an unbeliever
that He knows the hidden secrets of their heart. And He demonstrates His power to
expose them through someone who could have no such knowledge.
Some interpreters would further state that Is. 28:12 explains v. 11 and refers to
speaking in tongues as God’s divine rest and refreshing. This, however, is not what
Isaiah means. Verse 12 states that the people rejected the rest God was offering.
Conversely, the disciples waited for and received the infilling of God’s Spirit in Acts 2
and spoke in tongues. Since that time, millions of believers have subsequently
received the personal edification of speaking in tongues (1 Cor. 14:4). Paul’s desire
was that all believers would speak in tongues as he frequently did (1 Cor. 14:5).
As we have seen, Isaiah 28:11-12 cannot be considered a prophecy of the events
recorded in Acts 2:1-4.

PART 6: Interpreting the ‘Samaritan Pentecost’ – Acts 8:4-24
When Philip preached Christ to the Samaritans, the Lord confirmed His word with
supernatural signs. People were delivered from unclean spirits and paralyzed
people were healed. In response to Philip’s preaching and the miracles God
performed, many of the Samaritans believed in Jesus and were baptized in water.
However, Luke records that none of them received the gift of the Holy Spirit.
How did Luke know this? Some have suggested this was evident because none of
them had spoken in tongues, the classic sign Pentecostal doctrine demands. If that

“Signs” in scripture may be either positive or negative. Positive examples: Gen. 9:11-12; Mark 16:17-18;
Luke 2:8-11; John 6:2. Negative examples: Exodus 10:1-2; Num. 26:9-10; Matt. 26:47-48; Rev. 13:11-14.
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were the case, one would then expect Luke to specify that the Samaritans spoke in
tongues when they received the Holy Spirit through Peter and John’s prayer and
laying on of hands. However, Luke did not say this. He simply stated “… they
received the Holy Spirit” (v.17).
It is clear that there was a supernatural manifestation of a gift (or gifts) of the Holy
Spirit after Peter and John prayed and laid hands on the Samaritans. It was such a
dramatic experience that Simon asked Peter to sell him the power to confer the Holy
Spirit (assuming that Peter had the power within himself to transmit the Spirit’s
power to someone else).
Because of Simon’s reaction, some have speculated that he must have heard the
Samaritans speaking in tongues and desired the power to transmit this gift to others.
This is certainly a possibility, although I consider it somewhat unlikely.
Simon was a sorcerer who had no doubt made his fortune through the use of black
magic. As such, it is reasonable to assume that he was willing to purchase Peter’s
power so he could profit from it. However, it is hard to see a direct line to profit
through giving someone the ability to speak in languages neither he nor others
around them could understand.33 There would, however, have been a very direct
profit opportunity through the transmission of gifts like healing, the word of
knowledge, or miracles. Is it possible, for instance, that unbeknownst to the
individual, someone had revealed hidden secrets of Simon’s heart through the gift of
the word of knowledge? He would certainly have wished to have people like that on
his staff who could use such a gift in the community and bring substantial revenues
back to him.
The more intriguing part of this analysis is the question: How could the Samaritans
not have received the Holy Spirit after their conversion and baptism? In 20 of the 22
other conversion accounts listed (see “Conversions Recorded in the Book of Acts”
below), it seems to be taken for granted that these believers had been ‘born again’,
i.e. filled with the Holy Spirit. In only two of these accounts (Acts 10:44-46; Acts
19:6) was the Spirit’s arrival explicitly detailed and witnessed by the manifestation
of His gifts. Additionally:
-

Peter taught that believers receive the Holy Spirit through obedience (Acts
5:32), as a result of God’s promise (Acts 2:38-39).
John the Baptist prophesied that Jesus would baptize believers in the Holy
Spirit (Matthew 3:11).
Paul taught that believers begin their Christian life through baptism in the
Holy Spirit (Galatians 3:3), as they hear the word of God with faith

When believers speak in tongues as the Spirit enables them, it is always an act of faith. In the vast majority
of instances, they do not know what they are saying as there is no interpreter, but they firmly believe the
Spirit of God is at work in and through them.
33

29

(Galatians 3:2,5,14). He also explained that it is the Holy Spirit that
baptizes believers into the body of Christ (1 Cor. 12:13).
In trying to make sense of this conundrum, James Dunn’s opinion is that the
Samaritans’ response to Philip was not based upon true conversion and saving faith
in Jesus Christ, but rather, it had been based upon political aspirations.
“For the Samaritans, ‘kingship was…something special’, and they looked for the
coming of a ‘Messiah’, or Taheb, who would introduce ‘a period of divine favour, a
second Kingdom’, by uniting all Israel, crushing her enemies and exalting the
Samaritan people.”34

Therefore, their response to Philip (and previously Simon Magus) was one of
fascination with signs, wonders and magic. Since Philip said they should be baptized,
they were baptized, as “the token of allegiance to Jesus the Taheb,”35 joyful at the
thought that this may be a precursor to the arrival of their messiah. Therefore, their
baptism was invalid, and they were not Christians at all. Nothing in the biblical text
supports this supposition.
Alternatively, both Michael Green and John Stott believe that God withheld any
visible sign of Spirit baptism from the Samaritans until the apostles arrived, in order
for them to witness the healing (in Christ) of the centuries-old rift between Jews and
Samaritans.36
Certainly, ethnic healing is a part of God’s plan for humanity, but Green and Stott’s
argument violates both Peter and Paul’s soteriological understanding of the ‘new
birth’ as outlined above.
Roger Stronstad gives what I believe to be the definitive answer to this question. If
one ignores Luke’s evident authorial intent, he states: “the narrative [then] describes
an apparent self-contradiction – believers who had not received the Spirit,”37 which
becomes “a vexing theological problem for many interpreters….”38 He then lays out
his own proposal:
“[The] gift of the Spirit in Luke’s perspective differs from Paul’s perspective (Romans
8:9). For Luke, the gift of the Spirit has a vocational purpose and equips the disciples
for service. Thus, it is devoid of any soteriological connotations…. In spite of
interpretations to the contrary, in Acts the Spirit is given to those who are already
Christians ….

Dunn, 63.
Ibid., 64.
36 Michael Green, I Believe in the Holy Spirit. (London: Hodder & Stoughton, 1975), 169; John Stott, Baptism
and Fullness: The Work of the Holy Spirit Today, 3rd ed. (Downers Grove, InterVarsity Press, 2006), 42-3.
37 Stronstad, 64.
38 Ibid.
34
35
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Because the gift of the Spirit is charismatic and vocational and is bestowed upon
believers, then the temporal separation between belief and the reception of the Spirit,
as is evident in the Samaritan narrative, poses no theological inconsistency or
contradiction…. In fact, such a temporal separation is typical of the outpourings of the
Spirit in Acts, though the experience of Cornelius demonstrates that it may be
concurrent with conversion (emphases mine).” 39

Reading the account at face value, the Samaritans had had a genuine conversion
experience, but in light of Luke’s focus on charismatic gifts, he reports that “… as yet
He had fallen upon none of them” (Acts 8:16). These manifestations were granted to
them when Peter and John prayed for them and laid hands on them. At that point,
they were empowered with gifts of the Spirit, as the 120 had been at Pentecost.

PART 7: Closing Remarks in the Gospels
Let us observe the endings of the Gospels as they record Jesus’s last instructions
to His followers.
Matthew 28:18-20 And Jesus came and spoke to them, saying, “All authority has been
given to Me in heaven and on earth. 19 Go therefore and make disciples of all the
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy
Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all things that I have commanded you; and lo, I am
with you always, even to the end of the age.” Amen.
Mark 16:15-20 And He said to them, “Go into all the world and preach the gospel to
every creature. 16 He who believes and is baptized will be saved; but he who does not
believe will be condemned. 17 And these signs will follow those who believe: In My
name they will cast out demons; they will speak with new tongues; 18 they will take
up serpents; and if they drink anything deadly, it will by no means hurt them; they
will lay hands on the sick, and they will recover.” 19 So then, after the Lord had
spoken to them, He was received up into heaven, and sat down at the right hand of
God. 20 And they went out and preached everywhere, the Lord working with them
and confirming the word through the accompanying signs. Amen.
Luke 24:46-51 Then He said to them, “Thus it is written, and thus it was necessary
for the Christ to suffer and to rise from the dead the third day, 47 and that repentance
and remission of sins should be preached in His name to all nations, beginning at
Jerusalem. 48 And you are witnesses of these things. 49 Behold, I send the Promise of
My Father upon you; but tarry in the city of Jerusalem until you are endued with
power from on high.” 50 And He led them out as far as Bethany, and He lifted up His
hands and blessed them. 51 Now it came to pass, while He blessed them, that He was
parted from them and carried up into heaven.
39

Ibid., 64-5.
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John 20:21-23 So Jesus said to them again, “Peace to you! As the Father has sent Me, I
also send you.” 22 And when He had said this, He breathed on them, and said to them,
“Receive the Holy Spirit. 23 If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if
you retain the sins of any, they are retained.”
Luke repeats himself at the beginning of his 2nd volume.
Acts 1:4-5 And being assembled together with them, He commanded them not to
depart from Jerusalem, but to wait for the Promise of the Father, “which,” He said,
“you have heard from Me;40 5 for John truly baptized with water, but you shall be
baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.”
Acts 1:8 But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and
you shall be witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the
end of the earth.”
The common factor in all of these accounts is Jesus giving the ‘Great Commission’ to
his disciples. To paraphrase, He said: “As the Father has sent Me, I now send you to
preach the gospel, make disciples, baptize believers and instruct them in the way of
Christ.”
Thus, the greatest impetus for an individual or the Church to pray for the power of
the Holy Spirit to be manifested is that Christ’s mission in the Earth will be fulfilled.
Every believer, whether converted for 30 minutes or 30 years can pray the same
prayer with the same intensity, fervor and desire: “Lord, please fill me with Your
Holy Spirit and empower me, so that I may be fully engaged in fulfilling Your mission
and commission in my world.”

40

See Note 10.
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APPENDIX 1:
GIFTS OF THE SPIRIT RECORDED IN THE BOOK OF ACTS
Speaking in tongues:

2:4; 10:46; 19:6

Signs, wonders:

2:43; 5:12; 6:8; 14:3; (15:12); (28:3-5)

Miracles:

8:7a; 9:17-18; 9:36-41; 13:9-11; 16:16-18; 19:12; 20:9-10

Healing:

3:1-10; 5:15-16; 8:7; 9:32-34; 10:38; 14:8-10; 19:12; 28:8-9

Prophecy (anointed proclamation of the gospel & foretelling the future): 2:11,15-18;
4:31,33; 9:28; 10:46 (cf. 2:16-18); 11:27-28; 13:1-2; 15:32;
19:6; 21:10-11; 27:26,34
Word of Knowledge

5:1-4; (8:23)

(33 explicit examples, 3 implicit examples (bracketed)).
Such charismatic manifestations and empowerings of the Holy Spirit are typically
situational and targeted to meet specific needs, as Luke illustrates in the life of Jesus:
Luke 5:17 Now it happened on a certain day, as He was teaching, that there
were Pharisees and teachers of the law sitting by, who had come out of every
town of Galilee, Judea, and Jerusalem. And the power of the Lord was present
to heal them.
Luke 6:19 And the whole multitude sought to touch Him, for power went out
from Him and healed them all.
Luke 8:46 … Jesus said, “Somebody touched Me, for I perceived power going
out from Me.”
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APPENDIX 3:
HOLY SPIRIT PROPHECY, RECEPTION AND FULLNESS IN LUKE/ACTS
Baptism in the Holy Spirit prophesied
- Luke 3:16; Acts 1:5; Acts 11:16
Will be filled / filled with the Holy Spirit
- Luke 1:15; Luke 1:41; Luke 1:67; Luke 4:1; Acts 2:4; Acts 4:31; Acts 9:17; Acts 13:9;
Acts 13:52
Might receive / may receive / receive / received the Holy Spirit
- Acts 2:38; Acts 8:15; Acts 8:17; Acts 8:19; Acts 10:47; Acts 19:2
Receive power of / in the power of the Holy Spirit
- Luke 4:14; Acts 1:8
Holy Spirit upon / come upon / came upon
- Luke 1:35; Luke 2:25; Luke 4:18; Acts 1:8; Acts 19:6
Holy Spirit: give / given / gave
- Luke 11:13; Acts 5:32; Acts 8:18; Acts 11:17; Acts 15:8
Holy Spirit: pour out / poured out
- Acts 2:17,18; Acts 10:45
Holy Spirit descended
- Luke 3:22
Holy Spirit fell
- Acts 10:44; Acts 11:15
Anointed by the Holy Spirit
- Luke 4:16; Acts 10:38
Full of the Holy Spirit
- Acts 6:3; Acts 6:5; Acts 7:55; Acts 11:24
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“The terms “baptize with the Holy Ghost and fire,” “filled with the Holy Spirit,” and the “gift of
the Holy Ghost” are synonymous terms used interchangeably in the Bible.” (UPCI Manual,
2019.)
Examples: Scriptures in Acts 1&2, all describing the same phenomenon:
-

Acts 1:5 You shall be baptized with the Holy Spirit
Acts 1:8 You shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you
Acts 2:4 And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit
Acts 2:17 I will pour out of my Spirit on all flesh
Acts 2:18 I will pour out My Spirit in those days; and they shall prophesy
Acts 2:33 He has poured forth this which you both see and hear
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APPENDIX 4:

Conversions in the Book of Acts
Believed Repented Baptized Received
Holy Spirit

2:1-4
On the Day of Pentecost 120 rec’d the H.S.
2:41
On the Day of Pentecost 3,000 were baptized
2:47
People were being saved daily in Jerusalem
4:4
5,000 men at the Temple believed
5:14
Multitudes of men and women believed
6:7
Disciples multiplied greatly; priests obeyed the faith
8:12,17 Samaritans believed, baptized, later rec’d the H.S.
8:35-38 Ethiopian eunuch believed and was baptized
9:17-18 Saul repented, rec’d H.S. (implied); was baptized
9:35
People of Lydda & Sharon turned to the Lord
9:42
Many in Joppa believed in the Lord
10:44-48 Cornelius’ household rec’d H.S., were baptized
11:21
A large number in Antioch believed & turned to God
13:6-12 Sergius Paulus, proconsul of Paphos believed
13:48
Pisidian Antioch, Gentiles appointed to life believed
14:1
Many Jews & Greeks believed in Iconium
14:20-21 Paul & Barnabas made many disciples in Derbe
16:14-15 Philippi: Lydia’s heart opened; household baptized
16:27-34 Philippian jailer & household believed, baptized
17:10-12 Many Bereans and prominent Greeks believed
17:34
Dionysius, Damaris and others in Athens believed
18:8
Crispus + household + Corinthians believed, baptized
19:5
12 Ephesians baptized & the H.S. “came upon them”

x Jerusalem
x
x
x
x
x
x

x
x
x

x Samaria

x

x Judea

x (implied)

x
x
x
x
x
x
x
x
x

x
x
x

x End of

the Earth41

There are 22 conversion accounts presented in Acts and the standard faith response to the
gospel is – he/she/they ‘believed’. (As the disciples were converted (saved) prior to Acts 2,
their receiving the Holy Spirit on the Day of Pentecost was not a conversion experience.)
In 11 instances, ‘believing’ is the only response mentioned by those who heard the gospel.
In 4 instances, believing and water baptism are mentioned.
In 4 instances, water baptism is the only response mentioned.
In 4 instances, none of the ‘salvation elements’ is mentioned.
In 4 instances, believers received the Holy Spirit (i.e. gifts of the Spirit) immediately upon
their conversion. (In Saul’s case, his reception of the Spirit is implied, not explicitly stated.)
Repentance is not mentioned in any of these accounts. However, the word “turned” is used
twice (Acts 9:35; Acts 11:21).
On three occasions, God explicitly used speaking in tongues as a sign of people receiving the Holy Spirit,
associated with the gospel’s spread to the regions Jesus specified in Acts 1:8. (Though not stated, tongues may
also have been the sign used in Samaria.)
41
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NOTES TO INCORPORATE:
I believe Acts 2:38 is God’s guarantee that every repented, baptized believer will receive
the Holy Spirit. Someone objected, saying that it is not a guarantee. James says if we pray
for the sick, anointing them with oil, they will recover, but clearly, not all do. In the same
manner therefore, not all receive the Holy Spirit.
Is it ever God’s will not to fill someone with the Holy Spirit? It may not be His will to heal a
sick person (e.g., Paul, Timothy), but is it ever His will not to fill someone with the Holy
Spirit? NO! One cannot be a Christian without the Holy Spirit. This is what Jesus came and
died to purchase for all believers. These are not equivalent circumstances.
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